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TRANSFORMING MORE LIVES DURING 
UNPRECEDENTED TIMES

“Unprecedented Times” We have never heard these words more than 
we have since the onset of the Covid19 pandemic. While it certainly has 
been true for our community, what has been most inspiring to me are the 
milestones we have achieved during these times. Our community continues 
to navigate the pandemic, pivoting and planning to ensure that our youth 
are as safe and healthy as possible, while ensuring clinical and educational 
milestones are met. Despite unprecedented challenges, two weeks ago 
we celebrated 16 main campus and community youth who graduated high 
school. An extraordinary accomplishment!

Meanwhile, Bonnie Brae continues on our path toward “transforming more lives” as evidenced with our 
new Crisis Stabilization Home, expansion into Intensive In Community (IIC) services, and the opening 
of our new Osborne Family Resource Center and Conscious Kids Cottage.  Through these programs 
Bonnie Brae is serving women and younger youth, expanding our reach to help youth and families in our 
communities. As this newsletter goes to press we have learned that we are a finalist for the Impact 100 
Garden State 2020 Grant which would fund an expansion of our IIC services to include complementary 
therapies including yoga, art and animal assisted therapies for youth and families. 

Normally this time of year our community is preparing for our annual summer trip to Forest Lake Camp. 
Due to the current circumstances, and the near impossibility of being able to deliver the experience in a 
manner that ensures everyone’s health and safety, we have made the difficult decision to cancel this year’s 
trip. While it saddens us to do this, we are grateful that we have a beautiful campus that is conducive to 
recreation, and will look to create some fun, outdoor experiences on our campus and in our community. 
Hopefully next year we will return to the mountains, the lake and the stars of Forest Lake Camp.

Finally, I want to acknowledge the troubling turn of events in our nation. While it should have not taken 
the events of the past year to create a groundswell of attention and affinity—there is now an opportunity 
for growth. At Bonnie Brae we condemn racism in all its forms and affirm, as an agency, our commitment 
to further advance racial equity in all of our work, both as an employer, and to the youth and families we 
serve every day. We commit to listening, learning, educating and continuously improving.

As we work to build stronger, healthier families and communities, Bonnie Brae remains grounded in our 
mission of “empowering youth and families to achieve small victories every day through comprehensive 
care and education.” Just as the small victories achieved by our youth and families create the foundation 
for their personal growth, they are also the stepping stones to Bonnie Brae’s future, offering the promise 
of hope and healing for generations of youth and families today, and beyond the pandemic, tomorrow. 

Thank you for your support and partnership, and for helping us to fulfill our vision to “transform more lives.”   

TODAY
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BONNIE BRAE TO 
OPEN NEW CRISIS 
STABILIZATION HOME

Because of Bonnie Brae’s 
incredible track record of serving 
the state’s most vulnerable youth, 
we have been chosen to open a 
program for 5 youth in need of 
emergency care and services. 
The new program is designed 
to help young men and women, 
ages 13-18, who are struggling 
with acute emotional and 
behavioral challenges as a result 
of complex trauma such as abuse, 
homelessness, domestic violence, 
or trafficking. This will be the first 
time Bonnie Brae serves girls in 
a residential program. The goal 
of the program is to holistically 
provide these youth not only with 
the immediate needs of food, 
shelter, and medical care, but 
also with the clinical support and 
assessment necessary to ensure 
optimal and sustained treatment, 
as well as future health, wellness 
and safety. Unlike Bonnie Brae’s 
main campus program, which 
provides longer-term care and 
treatment, the length of stay for 
the new program is 45-90 days 
or less, after which youth will 
either be reunified with family, or 
transitioned to another treatment 
program. Bonnie Brae is actively 
seeking funding partners to 
help provide for a new home to 
house the program with a goal of 
welcoming youth in September.

BONNIE BRAE TARTAN GOLF CLASSIC
at Plainfield Country Club 
Monday, September 21, 2020
Register at bonniebraetartanclassic.org

GET INVOLVED: HELP US CONTINUE 
TO TRANSFORM MORE LIVES
Advocate   |   Donate   |   Volunteer   |   Work
908-647-0800   |  bonnie-brae.org
3415 Valley Road | PO Box 825  |  Liberty Corner, NJ 07938



Ridge High School Students and 
Basking Ridge Residents, Tommy Vitolo 
and Matheson McCune, collected 
games, activities, dvds, books, tvs and 
game systems from the community

“We decided to start collecting donations 
for the students at Bonnie Brae because we knew they were in 
quarantine too. Unlike us, they do not have lots of board games, 
books, sports equipment, or video games to use when they had 
nothing to do. We also decided to start collecting donations for 
the staff because the teachers and administrators on campus are 
essential staff and still have to come into work every day during the 
quarantine, so we wanted to show our gratitude and the Bonnie Brae 
students gratitude for their continued support.” 

Sue Kennedy provided a steady stream 
of snacks and coffee pods to provide 
nourishment and treats for the Bonnie 
Brae staff

“An organization like Bonnie Brae makes 
it very easy to be committed to help.  The 

work they do every day to love and support their boys and their 
families is remarkable.   I wanted to do something that would help 
make life seem somewhat normal and give comfort in a time when 
nothing was normal or comfortable.”

Al Licata & the Bernards Township Chamber 
of Commerce provided hand sanitizer, masks 
& connections to other community members

“Helping people and businesses is what I do. 
I’ve always believed charity is a responsibility 
not a courtesy. During the pandemic I worked 

to mobilize our chamber members quickly to help each other both with 
immediate and ancillary needs. I worked to facilitate the connections that 
would match resources to needs, both large and small. Bonnie Brae needed 
masks so I reached out to a good friend of mine, Cecilia Burke-Tiralosi who 
helped to make 100s of masks. We helped to find the materials for her, 
she did the sewing and then we distributed them. When pharmacies were 
overwhelmed, we helped to deliver prescriptions. When restaurants had 
trouble with supply chain issues, we connected them to new sources. We 
did everything that I believe a chamber should do.”

Bonnie Brae’s Board of Trustees offered 
donations to provide a steady stream of 
meals for both youth and the front line staff

President of the Board, Bob Courtemanche 
shared, “The efforts and commitment of the 
Bonnie Brae staff have been nothing short 

of heroic. Regardless of the stress and anxieties in their own lives, they 
came together for the sake of these kids and their efforts have made us 
all incredibly proud. As a Board committed to the agency, we always 
work to provide staff with the support they need, however during these 
extraordinary times we wanted them to know how much we appreciated 
their efforts and the meals were our way of showing them.”

15,000 
medical masks

3,500 
thermometer probe  
covers

265 
bottles of disinfectant

50 
gallons of handsoap

1,500 
medical gowns

400 
homemade masks donated  
from the community

800 
 
meals donated to 
youth and staff

500 
donated coffee pods

30 
 
pounds of donated 
snacks

205 
 
staff daily to care and 
provide for 114 youth

NAVIGATING THE HEALTH CRISIS 
Bonnie Brae’s successful management of the health crisis has been featured as a model for other providers within our state’s system of care. Though 
difficult, Bonnie Brae acted early on to ensure that we kept our community as safe and healthy as possible by: temporarily halting admissions; 
lowering our census; stopping therapeutic leaves and visitors to campus; and providing our community with personal protective equipment. We also 
invested in technology to ensure our youth could receive medical care through telemedicine as well as visit virtually with family members and meet 
with treatment teams to continue their progress.  We spread out to deliver services, utilizing every available space on campus to ensure adequate 
‘social distancing’ measures both in our therapeutic groups, as well as with our educational services. Our new Osborne Family Resource Center and 
Conscious Kids Cottage have helped to provide these critically needed spaces. Our dedicated Health Office Team worked round-the-clock providing 
both care and education for youth and staff throughout the crisis, and also assisting in developing (and modifying) protocols as information evolved.

We are grateful to our friends and community partners both for their financial support as well as their donations of activities and supplies. Below are 
some stories from members of our staff and their experiences from the front line, as well as from those who supported their efforts.

SOME OF OUR COMMUNITY HEROES

“It has been a challenging time for sure, but what has inspired me most has been to see the way the staff has stepped up throughout this 
crisis. Graduation is a great example of this professionalism and creativity.  With all the constraints and new norms to adhere to, our options 
were narrowed to the point of concern. It is paramount that we, as a community, celebrate the achievements of the young men we serve.  The 
question quickly became “How?” “What I experienced was that the staff was genuinely concerned with acknowledging this milestone in the 
boys’ lives, and allowing their families the opportunity to properly feel a sense of pride. We can easily lose sense of the important work we do. In 
times that are uncertain, we have the responsibility to keep a status quo.  The boys respond best to the pulse we create for them.  I am so proud 
to work with a group of men and women who know how to step up and do what has to get done…selflessly.”  

JONATHAN PADUANO   |  Bonnie Brae School Supervisor
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“I knew early on that the only way to ensure the kids were good was to remain calm and work as many shifts as 
I could. I remembered from Hurricane Sandy that if I projected calm for both the kids and staff, that everyone 
would respond better. This was way more challenging then Sandy, but we worked creatively with programming 
and the kids surprised me—they loved having card tournaments, spelling bees, even having cereal with me on 
Saturday mornings. The relationship building with staff and with each other fostered an amazing sense of trust.”

TED ORELIEN  |  Bonnie Brae Residential Supervisor, Roebling 1 Cottage

“It was really all so overwhelming in the beginning because there was so much information and you had to 
navigate what was correct and what wasn’t while continuing to be calm for the kids and staff. My staff was 
amazing though. In the Community Homes we also had to adjust to the kids doing school from the house. This 
turned out to be a real blessing for our kids though because staff helped to motivate them, and helped them 
with homework. The kids now looked forward to homework because they got to do it with their favorite staff. 
One of our youth who is graduating raised his math score by more than 20 points! Overall I am really proud of 
how we handled things, and I think our youth made greater progress because they bonded with staff and with 
each other.”
 

 CANDENCE APPLING  |  Bonnie Brae Residential Supervisor, Powers House

“I have to say that there wasn’t one single thing that was the most challenging, we had to change our entire 
culture to work through the pandemic. It was a huge exercise in trust for our kids because they had to trust that 
the staff were limiting our exposure outside of Bonnie Brae to keep them healthy. Many of them told me they 
were happy to be at Bonnie Brae because they were certain that they were safer here than they would have been 
at home. I was also really proud of my fellow staff members. We had to be all-in and we were, and we also had to 
work harder to ensure that the kids were able to video-chat with their families, as well as with their case-workers 
to ensure treatment benchmarks were met. Finally, I have to say that I am so grateful to the people outside of 
Bonnie Brae who supported us by providing games and activities. It helped tremendously as the kids always had 
something new to look forward to.”

CHRISSY GROELLY    |  Bonnie Brae Clinical Coordinator

“Early on I brought in infectious disease global health experts affiliated with Harvard Medical School whose 
expertise helped us to formulate a plan to assess so that we could prepare, pivot and protocol. I couldn’t be more 
proud of my health office team for their dedication and commitment to putting this plan into action and keeping 
our community as safe and healthy as possible. They have been nothing short of phenomenal, under extremely 
difficult circumstances. Early on I asked them to alter their schedules so that the community could have medical 
staff here every day, even overnight for a time. It wasn’t easy for them, but they did it and never complained once. 
I also completely commend the residential staff who tirelessly worked to cover the gaps when other staff were 
out sick. When situations like this happen you can either rise up or check out and those people rose. No matter 
how tired they were, they showed up, and changed into (extremely uncomfortable) personal protective gear to do 
what was needed to do to take care of the kids.”

NICOLE BYRD-IRVING    |  Bonnie Brae Director of Nursing 



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES
“I wanted to take the time to send our family’s most sincere gratitude and appreciation for everything you were able to do in support of this important 
milestone in my son’s life.   The pandemic has greatly impacted the entire class of 2020, but it has especially impacted my son being away from his family 
during graduation time….I especially appreciate how the staff at Bonnie Brae recognizes how important these things are to our family, and has done 
everything possible to honor even the little things and their significance to us.  From making sure we had my son on video chat when a parade from the school 
district came to deliver our lawn sign and cheer for him, to yesterday when you took the time to call me on video to see him in his cap and gown.  It means the 
WORLD to us.  I don’t think words can express how much peace and hope all you have done has given me. It has been such a long road, and we are grateful to 
have all of you walk it alongside him.”  — Mother of a graduate 

Congratulations to the 16 young men from our main campus and community who received high school diplomas this month. Thank you to the staff 
who helped them to achieve this incredible milestone.
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BONNIE BRAE 
NOW PROVIDING 
TELEHEALTH 
SERVICES 
“I’d like to say this past year, I have felt 
happier than I could have ever imagined, 
even during low times. Thanks to my 
therapist, this past year I have learned 
many things, but most importantly, how 
to begin to love myself.”  — IIC Patient, 
Justine, Age 15

Since 2018, through our Intensive In 
Community Services (IIC) Program, 
Bonnie Brae has been helping youth 
and families struggling with emotional 
and behavioral health challenges such 
as depression, anxiety, ADD, complex 
trauma and more through in-home 
therapeutic treatment. Upon the 
onset of the health crisis, Bonnie Brae 
quickly transitioned to providing these 
treatments virtually through telehealth 
services, enabling youth and families 
to connect with a therapist from the 
comfort of their own home. 

GRAND OPENING OF OSBORNE FAMILY RESOURCE 
CENTER AND CONSCIOUS KIDS COTTAGE

“I stand here as a Trustee of Conscious Kids foundation, and gaze 
at that beautiful, brand new state of the art cottage, I cannot 
help but pause in wonder, and give thanks, because today that 
dream, my dream, continues to grow. And I want to say to all of 
you Bonnie Brae kids, consider this story of a former foster care 
kid who stands before you today celebrating the grand opening 

of our new cottage—of your cottage—and believe that really anything is possible. I hope that 
you will also become fully conscious of your purpose, of your incredible potential to do good.” 
—Keisha Richardson, Bonnie Brae Trustee and Trustee of Conscious Kids
 
After nearly two years of construction, Bonnie Brae cut the ribbons on the Osborne Family Resource 
Center and Conscious Kids Cottage. Named for Bonnie Brae’s founding family, the Osborne Family 
Resource Center, which was once a cottage on campus, has been renovated beautifully to provide Bonnie 
Brae with the space to maximize progress for each young man and his family, while also offering Bonnie 
Brae the opportunity to expand into the community to help families struggling with myriad issues Bonnie 
Brae has expertise in treating. Named for Conscious Kids transformational commitment to Bonnie Brae, 
the Conscious Kids Cottage offers 12 private rooms for residents and large open spaces for activities and 
groups.
 
The campaign to fund the project, “Today and Tomorrow….the Campaign for Bonnie Brae’s Second 
Century,” continues and we are grateful to all who have supported, helping us to raise $2.6 million thus far. 
The Campaign Steering Committee continues their fundraising efforts, including offering opportunities to 
honor loved ones through naming rooms in these new buildings. To learn more, contact the Development 
Office at 908-647-4700.


