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RAT PACK CULINARY DELIGHTS BOWLS 

In honor of this year’s Tartan Ball theme, our school put together an assortment of sweet and savory cocktail 

treats that can be enjoyed with friends, or while cozying up and enjoying movies from the Rat Pack Era. Serve 

these delights in the serving bowls which were painstakingly handcrafted by Bonnie Brae boys in art class. The 

school has “wrapped it all up” in a beautiful crystal bowl which can be enjoyed for years to come. 

Courtesy of the Bonnie Brae School Students 

BONNIE BRAE BOYS ARTWORK: 

“The Best is Yet to Come” Paint & Airbrush Graffiti by Esvin and Alexis 

During his stay at Bonnie Brae, Esvin spent his nights in the cottage 

drawing graffiti letters in his sketchbook. When he was asked if he 

thought he could create a large piece, he said “no problem”.  Although 

he ran into several problems which required him to start over, adjust his 

original plan and learn new techniques, he was more than willing to go 

the distance.  Alexis joined Esvin on this project because of his airbrush 

skills and willingness to give and take in a partnership on this artwork.  

Alexis was one of the few students who was responsible enough to set 

up, operate and break down the airbrush independently. The duo were 

really an inspiration to other students.  Both students are interested in 

becoming Tattoo artists; their ability to follow through on this complex 

work will be an asset in any field in which they chose to work. 

Ecuadorian Landscape – Colored Pencil Drawing by Denys  

Denys chose to do a landscape from his native Ecuador.  The photo he chose 

to work from reminded him of a great mountain near where his family had 

lived. Drawing freehand, he painstakingly worked for weeks on layering the 

colors and learning how to articulate the shadows and light, making it come 

alive.  It was the largest and most ambitious project he had ever drawn. 

While working on the landscape, he persevered through some personal 

rough patches during these first few months at the Brae. He was able to 

maintain focus in spite of this. 

Francis Albert – Stained Glass Tile By Adrian 

Adrian proved his patience, persistence and skill in his first project in Art class, 

a small but distinctive wood burning.  From this we knew that he had what it 

takes to piece together all the intricate parts of a portrait.  He was smitten with 

the reflective glass and wanted the viewer to see him/herself in Frank Sinatra – 

his music, his era.  Adrian said he was humbled that as he worked, it helped 
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him get away from his problems.  He said that in making it as perfect as he could, he felt he was, in a way, 

getting rid of his own flaws.  

Ceramic Pot by Alexis  

Alexis has made a connection to all the materials he has used in Art this year.  His curiosity and willingness to try 

new things has helped him develop his skills quickly, be it pottery wheel or portrait drawing, or airbrushing.  He 

was always eager to roll up his sleeves and “get his hands dirty”.  This pot began to develop when Alexis decided 

he should carve something onto the surface.   Always one to figure out a plan B, he worked with the shape of 

the pot to design its interesting surface. He worked with line design to create the relaxing Sea and Sun pattern. 

THE BOARD’S PRIVATE CELLAR 

Enjoy four premium wines from the private cellar of one of our Board of Trustees. All are handpicked for their 

vintage and rated 95-98 points by Robert Parker, the leader in wine ratings. Be transported to the vineyards of 

Northern California as you sip your 2014 Hartford Family Winery Highwire Vineyard Zinfandel and enjoy the 

serenity and beauty of your surroundings. Your personal collection also includes a 2012 Uccelliera Brunello di 

Montalcino, a 2013 Tua Rita Giusto di Notri, and 2014 Camino Cabernet Sauvignon Montecillo. 

Generously Donated by Joseph and Jennifer Lemond 

PRIVATE DINING/LEARNING EXPERIENCE WITH CHEF PAUL VIGGIANO 

Dine in the comfort of your own home with 7 friends while enjoying this unique interactive dining experience 

with Chef Paul Viggiano as he shares some of his kitchen secrets and techniques that have made him successful. 

Chef Paul Viggiano has more than 30 years of experience and formal kitchen training in some of Atlanta’s finest 

restaurants including The Four Seasons. He has expertise in classical European cuisine and understands the 

importance of cultural relevance in world’s cuisine today. Over the years, Chef Paul has received many accolades 

and awards, he served as founding partner and executive chef at KC’s Chiffafa House located in Mendham, NJ, 

which was recognized and awarded twice by the New York Times as “New Jersey’s Top Ten of 2007 and 2008.” 

He served as Executive Chef at Equus in Bernardsville and also taught cooking classes at The Viking Cooking 

School at 90 Acres. He appeared ont The Food Network shows “Chopped” and “Chef Wanted.” He was also co-

founder of The Somerset Hills Dining Society which put on 13 charitable events featuring different famous chefs. 

The James Beard Foundation has recognized Chef Viggiano for his Outstanding Contributions, and we are 

grateful that he has chosen to share his time and his talents to benefit Bonnie Brae. Mutually agreeable date 

and time. 

Generously Donated By: Chef Paul Viggiano 

Servers who are Generously Donating their Time: Irwin and Loretta Abramson, Guy and Beverly Torsilieri, Paul 

and Janis Vallone 
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PRIVATE DINNER PARTY IN YOUR HOME FOR 8, PREPARED BY CHEF SCOTT CUTANEO 

Enjoy a five course private dinner for 8 in the comfort of your own home, prepared by renowned chef Scott 

Cutaneo. A classically trained French chef, Cutaneo trained in Holland at the prestigious Hogere Hotel school of 

Maastricht, Netherlands; in Brussels at The Royal Windsor Hotel; and Paris, in two three-star Michelin 

restaurants—L’Espadon at the Ritz in Paris, and Michel Guérard’s Les Prés d’Eugénie in the south of France. In 

1996, Cutaneo was one of Daniel Boulud’s top Chefs at Restaurant Daniel in Manhattan before taking over Le 

Petit Chateau, of Bernardsville, as a 28 year old chef-proprietor and brought it to the four-diamond (AAA) rated 

restaurant that Food Network claimed to be one of the top six French restaurants in the United States on the 

TVFN show The Best Of, hosted by Jill Cordes and Marc Silverstein.  Cutaneo collected four-star reviews with 

repeated listings in Charles Dale’s The Chefs’ Guide to America’s Best Restaurants.  Cutaneo was named one of 

“The James Beard Foundation’s Great Regional Chefs of America” and has appeared with Fox And Friends on the 

Fox News Channel as their celebrity chef and consultant for 8 years, with over 200 appearances.  Cutaneo is the 

only New Jersey chef invited to the, ”American Harvest Festival”, for Cakebread Winery of Napa Valley, which 

selects 5 hot chefs from around the world. Cutaneo currently owns the beloved Oldwick General Store in 

Tewksbury, NJ. Experience includes food and service. Mutually agreeable date and time. 

Culinary Experience Generously Donated by Chef Scott Cutaneo 

Two of these Couples will be Generously Donating their Time as Servers: Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Abramson; Mr. and 

Mrs. Guy Torsilieri; Mayor and Mrs. Paul Vallone, MD; Ms. Maria Nadel and Mr. Chris Herold 
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A METROPOLITAN EXPERIENCE: LOBSTER, CHAMPAGNE, DESSERT AND MORE! 

Treat you and 7 friends to this extravagant dinner for 8 from the experts in mouthwatering seafood delicacies, 

Metropolitan Seafood Gourmet. Be a guest at your own event as servers prepare and serve you and your guests 

8 steamed Maine lobsters, little neck clams, clams metro, shrimp cocktail, Oysters Rockefeller, potato salad and 

cole slaw. If that’s not enough, complement this feast with bubbly from Louis Roderer and complete the 

experience with incredible desserts from Cocoluxe!   

Generously Donated By: Metropolitan Seafood Gourment, Desserts Donated By: Cocoluxe, Champagne Donated 

By: Guy and Beverly Torsilieri  

DINE IN AT ONE OF THE BONNIE BRAE COMMUNITY HOMES 

Dine in with the young men in one of our community homes and enjoy a meal prepared by them. Cooking is just 

one of the many essential life skills our guys are learning on their journey to being more independent. By sharing 

a meal with them, you will learn more about their lives in the home: going to school; working; and volunteering 

in the community. Included with this experience is a tour of the home you are visiting, either the Powers House 

in New Brunswick, the Van Houten House in Bound Brook, or the Brozowski Liberty House in Bridgewater.  

INSIDE THE WORLD OF ANTIQUES 

Join Antiques Roadshow appraiser and our auctioneer Nick Dawes for an afternoon tailored to your art and 

antiques interests in New York City. View some auction previews, and visit an antiques show or just go shopping. 

If you prefer, Nick will come to your home for an informal afternoon of appraising and advice on the world of 

collecting. Includes lunch for two with Nick in New York. Mutually convenient date and good until February, 

2019.    Generously Donated by Nick Dawes  

A RIDE IN THE SKY IN A HOT AIR BALLOON 

Complete with a Champagne toast in the manner of the first 

balloonist in France, you step into a comfortable wicker basket and 

in the words of the poet, Conrad Aiken, “depart on the winds of 

space.” It’s not just flying, it’s floating…just skimming the trees tops 

so that you can be pleasantly detached from earth, and yet close 

enough to see deer leaping through the woods below, hear the lazy 

lowing of cattle and the neighing of horses.  

 

Generously Donated by Tewksbury Balloon Adventures  
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SUNSET AND CHAMPAGNE CRUISE IN NEW YORK HARBOR ABOARD THE PIONEER 

Enjoy the scenic views of New York Harbor as you and up to 30 friends sail, dine and share a toast aboard the 

award-winning schooner Pioneer Charter boat. Depart 

from Pier 16 in lower Manhattan on your two hour sunset 

or afternoon cruise within the New York Harbor, one of 

the most fascinating harbors in the world. Enjoy incredible 

views of the Statue of Liberty, the Brooklyn Bridge, and 

the beautiful skylines of New York and New Jersey. This 

experience comes with a $600 credit towards catering as 

well as a case of champagne so you and your guests can 

enjoy lite fare and sip bubbly while you witness and 

experience the passing of grand boats and intriguing 

waterfront activity. Treat yourself and others to this 

unique experience and celebrate all the spectacular sights 

that New York City had to offer!   Generously Donated By: Jim Mooney with a nod to Judith Mooney 

 

NEW YORK CITY HARBOR CRUISE FOR 6 PEOPLE WITH DINNER AND 

DRINKS 

Enjoy views of the New York City skyline, Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island with 

your friends aboard GAUDIOR, a Passport 52 foot sailing yacht. The cruise, 

departing from Liberty Landing marina adjacent to historic Liberty State Park in 

Jersey City, combines a custom designed harbor highlights tour with upscale, yet 

casual gourmet dining for a unique and memorable maritime experience. 

Mutually agreed upon date and time. 

Generously donated by Candice and Peter Teuber, Loren and Max Spann 

 

GOLF AT PLAINFIELD COUNTRY CLUB  

You and three friends will enjoy an incredible golfing experience at Plainfield 

Country Club, Home of the 2011 and 2015 Barclays. Enjoy a greenside lunch and 

the beautiful views of this outstanding course. Special Note: In keeping with 

Plainfield’s traditions and to enhance your golfing experience, Plainfield 

recommends that you play with the assistance of a caddie. The caddie or 

forecaddie is at the expense of the player.  

 

Generously Donated by Plainfield Country Club  
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A PLACE AT THE RACES  

The legendary Far Hills Race Meeting in Far Hills, NJ will be held on 

Saturday, October 20, 2018 on beautiful Moorland Farm in Central 

New Jersey. Host your own tailgate party in an atmosphere of fall 

finery, extravagant picnicking and world-class thorough-bred steeple 

chasing. Your reserved parking spot will be located in the choice 

hilltop area and includes parking for one vehicle and four general 

admission passes. The event features six steeplechase races and the 

first post time is 12:30 PM. 

 

Generously Donated by Guy And Beverly Torsilieri, Ron and Susan Kennedy 

SPORTING CLAYS OUTING AT HUDSON FARM CLUB  

You and two friends will enjoy an incredible outdoor experience at The Hudson Farm Club in Andover, NJ. Enjoy 

lunch with your host, Hudson Farm member Bob 

Courtemanche and have the opportunity to enjoy one of the 

finest sporting clay courses in the country on the beautiful 

3800 acre property. Your group will have the opportunity to 

shoot at an assortment of clay targets available at 20 

different stations, each simulating game shooting in a variety 

of ways. Your group will also enjoy cocktails after the round. 

You may bring your own break-open shotguns or guns will be provided as well as shells. If you or one of your 

guests is a less experience shooter an instructor will join the group to assist. Day/time will be arranged with Bob. 

Generously Donated by Bob Courtemanche 

SPONSOR BONNIE BRAE’S RECREATIONAL AAU 

BASKETBALL TEAM  

Coached by none other than Bonnie Brae Knights Drum Corps 

leader, Troy Frierson, our Bonnie Brae Knights AAU Recreational 

Basketball Team plays in a spring and summer league out of Hoop 

Heaven in Bridgewater. Support them as they match up against 

other teams and do their best to be victorious. Our boys learn 

valuable skills as members of the team, working together and 

overcoming personal challenges as they participate in healthy 

competition. Your support as sponsor will provide uniforms for 

their team, on which we can place your family name or company 

logo. We invite you to cheer them on as they face off in the next 

season’s match ups. 
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MATINEE BABY!  

Bid on the chance to be a part of Bonnie Brae’s 

Matinee Theater Group, which includes tickets and 

round trip transportation to 5 Broadway matinees! 

The group travels the third Wednesdays of October, 

November, February, March and April and we have 

buses that leave from five different locations: 

Basking Ridge Country Club, Canoe Brook Country 

Club; Essex Fells Country Club; Glen Ridge Country 

Club and Upper Montclair Country Club. Most arrive 

in NYC between 12:00 and 12:30 so that members 

can enjoy lunch in the city.  

EQUIP THE BONNIE BRAE MUSIC STUDIO  

Our guys heal in different way, and one such way that has become incredibly important is through music 

therapy. They learn skills to help them cope, and music provides an outlet for them to release tension and to 

express themselves. Our studio is in need of a redo as our equipment is aging and technically out-dated. Help to 

provide the elements needed for us to recreate our music studio: speakers; microphones; sound boards; 

equalizer board; updated music software and a new computer keyboard.  
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